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As a dedicated teacher, I have spent most of my adult 
life working in schools; teaching and assisting students 
in every way that I could. I always love working with 
students.  I started teaching high school just after I 
obtained a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Abia State 
University in Nigeria in 1988. I also obtained a Master of 
Arts Degree from the University of Lagos, Nigeria.  When 
my family immigrated to New York, USA, I substituted for 
teachers in New York City Schools from 1999-2000. My 
family moved from New York City to Columbus, Ohio, in 
January 2000, and in March of that year, I began working 
as a substitute teacher for the Columbus City Schools. 
In 2001, I decided to continue my career as a regular 
classroom teacher by enrolling in the Teacher Preparatory 
Program at Ohio Dominican University from 2001-2003 

so as to obtain Ohio teacher certi�cation. I received the Ohio teaching 
license in 2003, and  again substituted for Columbus Public Schools until 
I got a position as a GED Teacher at the then North Central Correctional 
Institution in 2005. 

In 2008, I worked brie�y at the Correctional Reception Center as an 
Education Specialist, but went back to teach at Franklin Pre-Release Center 

in 2009 because the classroom was where  my 
heart has  always been, and it is  the place I feel  I 
can make a di�erence in the lives of my students.  
Presently, I am pursuing a Master of Education 
(M. Ed) Degree at Antioch University Midwest. 
I began this program because I am seeking for 
ways to enhance our educational system in 
order to ensure better student outcomes. I am 
also learning the value of collaboration and use 
of data to inform decisions that will make our 

schools more e�ective.

Outside of work, I enjoy teaching Bible Study in our church and with 
others in my community.  One of my hobbies in life is travelling, but I have 
not been privileged to engage in this as much as I would like. I hope to do 
more travelling in the future.  I also love reading and listening to Gospel 
Music.  My   greatest moments in life have been watching our four children 
grow. It is even more thrilling this year that our �rst son is graduating from 
college. My husband, Emmanuel, and I are thankful for the blessings our 
children have been in our lives, and our desire is that every child will be 
a�orded the opportunity to maximize his or her potentials in life.

Florence Madueme, Finalist 

�...the classroom was where  
my heart has  always been, 
and it is  the place I feel  I 
can make a di�erence...�


